
April x, 2018

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Sample,

Worry is usually the furthest thing from Sister Mary Philip’s 
mind. She loves to laugh, and is known around our monastery 
as a bit of a comedienne. However, when the doctors told her 
that she had to have major surgery last year, she admits that 
she was uneasy.

“Everyone that knew me was praying because they knew I 
could die. The doctors told me five times to get all my affairs 
in order.” 

“Retired” after decades as a French, English, and Spanish 
teacher and a second career teaching English as a second 
language, Sister Mary Philip got this news while still actively 
engaged in life, overseeing the monastery’s volunteer program 
and serving as our archivist. At 76-years-young, she was far 
from feeling that her work on this earth was done. 

No stranger to medical hurdles, Sister Mary Philip has had both of her knees replaced and 
contends with neuropathy in her feet, non-alcoholic liver cirrhosis, diabetes, and diverticulitis. 

Thankfully, she came through her surgery with better than anticipated outcomes. 

While she is well-versed at caring for her diabetes, Sister Mary 
Philip will always need the help of medical professionals in the 
comprehensive monitoring and treatment of all her conditions. 
Complex medical needs like hers are exactly why the Sisters of 
St. Benedict have developed an on-campus clinic and assisted 
living area. 

Although these on-site services are geared toward promoting 
our sisters’ well-being while reducing the monastery’s 
expenses, the cost of providing for the senior sisters’ healthcare 
remains daunting - and 92 of our sisters are now over the age 
of 70. 

I pray you will be able to make a gift today to cover just one day of a senior 
sister’s care - about $141.90. Even providing for the cost of a half-day’s care 
would help so very much!

Our fourth-floor assisted living area will ultimately accommodate a total of 21 sisters. With all 
the sisters who require ongoing medical assistance in one area, the staff (many of whom are also 
sisters) will be able to work more efficiently and provide better quality care. Two rooms will also 
be set aside for sisters who are recovering from medical procedures. 

Sisters of all ages and levels of need benefit from this on-campus medical presence. In addition 
to assisted living services, our in-house clinic provides routine medical care and monitoring, 
schedules specialty doctor appointments, and has three visiting primary care doctors on staff.

I want to assist with the medical needs of senior sisters!
Yes, Sister Barbara Lynn, I will support vital care of the senior Sisters  
of St. Benedict. Please accept my gift of:
q $35.48 to provide 1/4 day of care for one sister      
q $70.95 to provide 1/2 day of care for one sister      
q $141.90 to provide one day of care for one sister      
q $283.80 to provide one day of care for two sisters
-or-
q Please use my gift of $________ to help provide for the care and 
   medical needs of the Sisters of St. Benedict

Make checks payable to: Sisters of St Benedict • 802 E. 10th St. • Ferdinand, IN 47532-9374 
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GUTTER

[Donor name]
[Donor address]
[Donor Address2]
[City, State Zip]
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q Please ask the Sisters of St. Benedict to pray for my loved ones and the special intentions 
I have written on the other side of this slip.
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(over, please)

Our monastery’s volunteer groups enjoy 
working with Sister Mary Philip

Sister Mary Philip receives 
medical care at our in-house clinic



All of our sisters wish to live out their days here at home. Sister Mary Philip is currently in the 
process of moving to the assisted living area. While she initially didn’t believe that she needed 
so much attention, she is very grateful for all the effort made to take care of her and our other 
sisters with medical needs. 

Even with some Medicare reimbursements, the expense to care for these senior sisters is 
extraordinary. The average cost to care for one of our sisters over the age of 70 is $51,794 a year! 

And, I’m glad to share that Sister Mary Philip is back to her usual routine again, sifting through 
the archives, directing volunteers, and cracking jokes. She says, “I take life seriously, but at the 
same time I can make it lighthearted. I don’t worry about anything.”

We’re glad she doesn’t have to.

We want to be able to continue to provide the best care for our senior sisters like Sister Mary 
Philip who have given so much throughout their lives, providing comfort and alleviating their 
worries. Will you please make a donation today to help make this work possible? 

      Yours in Christ,

      

      Sister Barbara Lynn Schmitz, OSB
      Prioress

P.S. Please return the enclosed slip today, and don’t forget to note any prayer requests on  
        the back of the enclosed reply form. All of our senior sisters would love to pray for you.

Additional ways to give:
q I will support this appeal with a grant recommendation from my 

Donor Advised Fund in the amount of $_________.
q I will request a Qualified Charitable Distribution from my IRA to 

support this appeal in the amount of $_________. 
q Yes, I’d like more information on how to continue my support of 

the Sisters of St. Benedict through a gift from my estate.

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS
Please charge my gift of $___________ to my credit card.
Account #: _____________________________________
qMC  qVISA  qAMEX  qDISC   CVV Code: ________ 
Exp.: ____/____  Name: __________________________

Signature: ___________________________________

My special prayer intentions: ___________________  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

GUTTER

Sister Mary Philip 
teaching French at the 

Sisters of St. Benedict’s 
Marian Heights Academy 

in the late-1960’s

Stay connected to the Sisters of St. Benedict. 
Enable us to communicate with you about your gift & update you 
on our sisters and events. You’ll also help us save postage! 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
Phone: (________) _______________________________

The Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Indiana is a tax-exempt not-for-profit organization. 
All or part of your gift may be tax deductible as a charitable contribution; 

please consult your tax advisor.


