
Want to Learn More?
Please complete the section below, or call
us toll-free at 1-888-649-1121, ext. 2631.

Dear Sister Barbara Lynn,
q I have already included the Sisters of
     St. Benedict in my estate plans.
q I am considering including the Sisters of
     St. Benedict in my estate plans.
q Please have someone contact me.
q Send me more information on the
     St. Hildegard Society.
q Enclosed is my gift of: ___________.

Name: ___________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: _______________     Zip: _______________
Phone: ___________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________

Please return to:
Sister Barbara Lynn Schmitz
Sisters of St. Benedict
802 E. 10th Street • Ferdinand, IN 47532
1-888-649-1121, ext. 2631 • thedome.org

Be part of our
Benedictine 

Legacy

“If you want to live
the life only you can live,
do good for others.
And when you have done good,
you will have life abundantly.”

— From Always We Begin Again,
the Benedictine Way of Living

802 E. 10th Street
Ferdinand, IN 47532
812-367-1411 

www.thedome.org

Facebook.com/FerdinandOSB
Twitter.com/FerdinandOSB



Dear Friends:

You may imagine a sister carrying a Bible on her way to work. As prioress 
of our community, I carry my Bible, and these days I carry a five-year 
strategic plan, too.

The Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand is a religious community of 150 
members. We live the over-1,500-year-old Benedictine Rule, a spiritual 
path for finding God in the everyday. Our sisters minister in diverse 
ways — teaching, serving in parishes, offering retreats, providing health 
care, counseling, working with immigrant populations, and helping the 
homeless, the poor, and those recovering from addictions.

God is blessing us with many opportunities. All of our efforts are centered around serving God 
and preserving the legacy of our Benedictine traditions. Believe me, there is a lot to do! 

We are honored to have many supporters who have planned for their future by naming the sisters 
as a beneficiary in their will, insurance plan, or retirement account. This allows someone like you 
to bless us with the earthly gifts you will leave behind after you are called to heaven.

Will you prayerfully consider becoming a part of our legacy by naming the Sisters of St. 
Benedict of Ferdinand in your estate plans?

Your contribution will live on forever in the ministries of our sisters. And, your memory will live 
on forever as a member of our St. Hildegard Society which was established in 1990 as a way to 
recognize those who remember the sisters in their estate plans. Among the spiritual benefits of 
membership you will be remembered in the sisters daily prayers. We also invite members each 
year to join us for Mass and dinner on a 
Sunday near the feast of St. Hildegard.

For more information, you may call us at 
1-888-649-1121, ext. 2631, or complete the 
attached form. In the meantime, know that 
you will be in our daily prayers.

May God bless you,

Sister Barbara Lynn Schmitz, OSB

What you can do ...
There are many ways you can include the 
Sisters of St. Benedict in your will. You can 
make a gift to us for a specific amount, for 
a percentage of your estate, or even as a 
residual gift after your specific bequests have 
been addressed.

If you already have a will, you may want to 
consider simply adding a codicil to your will. 
A codicil is like a letter’s P.S. and doesn’t 
demand an extraordinary amount of legal time 
or expense.

Two more options ...
Retirement accounts present a unique 
opportunity. By naming us as a beneficiary of 
your tax-deferred retirement plan (401k, 403b, 
etc.), we can receive the proceeds without 
paying a penny of taxes, unlike an individual 
beneficiary would have to do. Further, you 
can receive current tax benefits when using 
your Required Minimum Distributions for your 
regular annual giving.

Donate your life insurance policy.  If you 
gift a policy outright during your lifetime you 
can receive rewarding tax benefits now. Or, 
you may name the sisters as full, partial, or 
contingent beneficiary and we will receive 
your gift tax-free when the policy matures. 
Both ways, you will support our work for years 
to come.

Final considerations ...
If, after prayerful consideration, you do decide 
to include our community in your estate plan, 
you should know that our legal title is Sisters 
of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Indiana, Inc.
Of course, we always encourage our friends 
to consult a trusted attorney who can help 
with the details of the ideas discussed in 
this brochure. In most cases the cost of that 
consultation is minimal.


