
November x, 2018

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Sample,

 My name is Sister Barbara Lynn Schmitz, and I 
am prioress of the Sisters of St. Benedict at Monastery 
Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, Indiana. We are  
a community of teachers, social workers, counselors, 
and so much more. Our ministries are many, our 
charge, one: “Receive each person as Christ. Never turn 
away when someone needs your love.”

 For over 150 years, the sisters have sought God 
through the Benedictine tradition of community life, 
prayer, hospitality, and service to others. 

 At this time, we are conducting our Senior Sisters 
Appeal to raise money dedicated to caring for our 
aging sisters. 

 One of these amazing sisters is Sister Sylvia Gehlhausen, age 94. Sister Sylvia “retired” to 
Monastery Immaculate Conception in 1987 after teaching elementary school children for 42 
years. Just imagine the number of young minds that were positively impacted thanks to her 
drive to help young people grow and learn.  

	 In	retirement,	Sister	Sylvia	first	served	as	co-director	for	our	Oblate	program,	helping	
Christian men and women from all walks of life become closer to God through the Benedictine 
spiritual values of prayer and work. Today, she tirelessly continues to guide, encourage, and 
nurture others as our Minister of Hospitality, cheerfully and energetically greeting those she 
meets at the monastery. Sister Sylvia’s steps have slowed a bit, but her heart and mind are still 
quick to show love and encouragement to those around her.

 When asked about her religious life, Sister Sylvia said, “Being a Sister of St. Benedict 
draws me close to God. The prayer and community life help me be rooted, peaceful, happy, 
and secure. I can be who I am and feel loved.” 

	 With	aging	sisters	like	Sylvia	coming	home	to	us,	we	need	your	help	to	cover	the	ever-
increasing expense of their daily care. Some of our senior sisters need assisted living here at 
the monastery. Others are recovering from surgery, healing from a fall, or living with terminal 
illnesses when no more treatment is possible. Others simply need help with medications and 
managing the activities of daily life.

 Mr. and Mrs. Sample, would you please support our Senior Sisters Appeal? 
Your gift today of $LG $UG1, or possibly $UG2 will help us keep our aging sisters 
happy and comfortable in their golden years.

2018 Senior Sisters Appeal
Mr. and Mrs. Sample, your generous gift to our Senior Sisters Appeal  
helps us tend to all of our aging sisters with grace and dignity.  
Please be as generous as you can.
q $LG      q $UG1      q $UG2      q Other: $________

Please make your check payable to: Sisters of St. Benedict
802 E. 10th Street • Ferdinand, IN 47532-9374 • 812.367.1411 • www.thedome.org

GUTTER

[Donor name]
[Donor address]
[Donor Address2]
[City, State Zip]

ID# xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

q Please ask the Sisters of St. Benedict to pray for my loved ones and the special 
intentions I have written on the enclosed Christmas Blessings Card.

 Monastery Immaculate Conception • 802 E. 10th Street • Ferdinand, IN 47532 • thedome.org • 812-367-1411

(over, please)

Sr. Sylvia Gehlhausen (right) with Sr. Diane Fischer (left) 
and Sr. Mary Benet Goodrum (center), greeting guests  

at the Benedictine Hospitality Center Open House.



 We do what we can by ourselves. Our sisters take turns staying 
up at night tending to other sisters’ needs. We care and provide 
for our sisters in the same way that others do for their own aging 
parents.	However,	even	with	these	efforts	-	and	some	Medicare	
reimbursements	-	the	expense	to	care	for	our	senior	sisters	is	
overwhelming. With 93 of our 141 sisters age 70 or older and the 
average cost of each aging sister’s care at $43,042 a year, the total 
yearly expense of caring for these special sisters is well over $3 
million.

 All of our senior sisters consider prayer to be their  
first	responsibility	and	join	in	praying	for	you	and	your	 
intentions each day. Their lives of prayer and ministry are  
lived knowing gladly that they will never truly retire from  
their lives as professed Benedictines.

 May I ask that you share generously this holy season to give our 
senior	sisters	the	gifts	of	comfort,	security,	and	joy	of	living	out	the	
fullness of their years here in their own home? 

 Could I ask one more favor of you? I have included with this letter a Christmas Blessings 
card	-	would	you	please	sign	and	return	it	with	a	short	personal	note	to	one	or	all	of	our	senior	
sisters? It would truly mean so much to them and brighten their days.

	 Along	with	this	card,	you	will	find	an	Advent	and	Christmas	Season	Special	Intention	
form. It will be passed along to our senior sisters so that they can pray each and every day of 
this holy season for the intentions nearest your heart. 

 I wish you and your loved ones the blessings of health and happiness this 
holiday season. On behalf of all of the Sisters of St. Benedict, thank you.

      God bless you,

      

      Sister Barbara Lynn Schmitz, OSB
      Prioress

P.S.  Please help those who have cared for and nurtured so many others by making a generous 
donation to our Senior Sisters Appeal. Don’t forget to return your Christmas Blessings card, 
too! May God bless you.

The Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Indiana is a tax-exempt not-for-profit organization. All or 
part of your gift may be tax deductible as a charitable contribution; please consult your tax advisor.

GUTTER

Photo of Sister Sylvia as grade 3  
and 4 teacher at Schnellville’s Sacred 

Heart Public School in 1969-70

Additional ways to give:
q I will support this appeal with a grant recommendation from my 

Donor Advised Fund in the amount of $_________.
q I will request a Qualified Charitable Distribution from my IRA to 

support this appeal in the amount of $_________. 
q Yes, I’d like more information on how to continue my support of 

the Sisters of St. Benedict through a gift from my estate.

CREDIT CARD DONATIONS
Please charge my gift of $___________ to my credit card.
Account #: _____________________________________
qMC  qVISA  qAMEX  qDISC   CVV Code: ________ 
Exp.: ____/____  Name: __________________________

Signature: ___________________________________

Stay connected to the Sisters of St. Benedict. 
This info enables us to communicate with you about your gift & update you on our sisters and events. You’ll also help us save postage!  
E-mail: _________________________________________        Phone: (________) _______________________________


